IT IS FINISHED

It’s finished! Have you ever uttered those words? I’m sure many of us have. They
could be said in many contexts —

Jubilantly, for instance, perhaps after working for months on a project we enjoy.
Bethany used to love jigsaws — huge, complex jigsaws, that she’d work on for weeks.
Finally the last piece would go in and she’d yell, “It’s finished!!” and everyone in
sight would be rounded up to admire it.

Or perhaps we’ve said it matter-of-factly — after plugging away at some nuisance of a
task, such as the tax, or a school or course assignment.

Or it could be said in great relief, after a period of enormous stress, or burden or
anguish. Many a woman breathes those words as she finally brings a baby into the
world after hours of painful labour.

I doubt that any of us could fully understand the intensity of those words as Jesus
uttered them just before he died.

In those words, “it is finished” was the fulfilment of over two thousand years of
covenant promises. God promised Abraham that his descendants would be as many
as the stars in the heavens, and that he would be his God, and the God of his
descendants, and they would be his people. But so much time had passed the
Israelites had angered God and been judged by him so many times; they’d been given
so many second chances that they’d blown it again and again; that they’d almost
given up. They’d been exiled and dispersed and occupied by hostile forces. Their
hope in a coming Messiah was waning. When Jesus cried “it is finished” it was the
end of the waiting, and the end of the separation.

One of the most significant events of Good Friday was the rending of the temple in
the curtain from top to bottom. That curtain symbolically separated a holy God from
a sinful people. Behind the curtain was the Holy of Holies, where God manifested his
presence. No-one was allowed back there except for the high priest, and only once a
year after begin ceremonially purified. The normal people couldn’t just come into
God’s presence — they were too sinful. When the curtain was ripped apart, it showed
that through Christ’s cry “it i1s finished” the people now had access to God’s
presence! He was truly able to be their God, and they were able to be his people.
The barrier had been torn down!

One of the most significant ‘aha’ moments I had in my theological study was when I
realised the power of one little Greek word. That word is naos. It’s the word used to
describe “the Holy of Holies” — that incredible, awesome, unreachable place where
the very presence of God was to be found, that no-one had access to. Then when
Jesus died and rose again, and the Holy Spirit came, Paul was able to say “You are



the temple of the Holy Spirit” The word for temple? naos. The Holy of Holies is
within us, because when Christ cried out “it is finished” the temple curtain was torn
in two! The very presence and power of God lies within us who believe. The very
same power, says Paul in Ephesians, that raised Christ from the dead! No wonder
Paul prayed earnestly that the Ephesian church would be given revelation to know the
power of Christ and his resurrection.

And of course, in those words “it is finished”, was the final physical and spiritual
release, as Jesus completed the most horrifying, agonising and critical mission
creation has ever known — the defeat of sin and death, and the coming of the
Kingdom of God.

Those words announced the end of the power of sin over God’s people. SIN is
finished! Paul tells us in Roman 6:7 that “when we died with Christ, we were set free
from the power of sin.”

God’s law which previously convicted us when we did wrong - the consequence of
which is death — no longer applies, because we are dead to it in Christ.

There’s a story about a bank that sent a credit card bill to a man who had recently
died. The reminders kept coming. Finally the son rang the bank and explained that
the man was dead. “The bill has to be paid sir,” said the bank employee. The card
has not been cancelled. “What part of him being dead do you no understand,” replied
the son testily. “That may be so,” said the man, but the “bill still needs to be paid.”
“I guess you could send it to his new address,” said the son. “Thank you,” replied the
bank clerk.

“Lot 1052, East St, Rookwood.”

“But that’s a cemetery!” exclaimed the bank clerk.

“Good luck with that,” relied the son, and hung up.

We are dead to sin. The power of SIN is finished.

Those words “It 1s finished” also announced the end of the power of death over God’s
people. DEATH is finished. In John 11, Jesus tells Martha, "I am the resurrection
and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives
and believes in me will never die."

Jesus then powerfully illustrated this in the physical realm by raising Lazarus from
the dead, after Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days. “Loose him and let him
go, " said Jesus.

With those words, announcing the end, also came new beginnings for God’s people.
With the end of the power of sin and death, there came new life for the people of

God. Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians, 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation, the old has gone, the new has come!”



One of the greatest differences between Christianity and other religions is the fact
that through Christ, we are offered cleansing and renewal. In other religions, people
are reaching out to God, trying to improve themselves and to please him. In
Christianity, GOD takes the initiative, and through Christ deals with the problem of
sin, allowing communion to be restored between God and people.

When our children were young we had a toy that they loved. Can’t remember the
name of it, but it was like a screen in a frame. You drew on it with a magnetic pencil
and you could let your creativity run free. If you made a mess of your picture, you
simply took hold of a knob at the bottom of the frame and slid it across the length of
the picture. Miraculously all the marks made by the magnetic pencil disappeared!
The screen became totally clean — as pure and unmarked as when we first bought it.

That’s what Jesus does with our sin. When we come to him and repent — when we
say we’re sorry and determine in his strength, to change our ways, he says, “it is
finished!” — and offers us a new beginning.

God then looks at us, and sees the perfection, the righteousness of Christ. We are not
the same anymore!

So let’s not live as if the first Good Friday was just the same as any other day. “It is
finished!” cried Jesus. Let’s instead give thanks for what has finished and let’s

embrace what has newly begun.

Amen.



